
Conference Theme 3 

 

Sense of place: local 

communities, responsibility 

and the visitor experience. 



Sense of Place? 

 

• Local distinctiveness 

 

• Unique and special features of a 
destination 

Its people 

Its culture 

Its heritage 

Its identity 



Sense of Place: It can… 

• Create interest from visitors 

It is a motivation for a visit  
(VisitEngland Research 2013) 

 

• Engenders pride within communities 

 

• Sustains cultures, traditions and heritage 

 

• Build memories amongst visitors 

 

• Encourage collaboration and greater partnership 
working 

 



 
 

Sense of place, 
however, is 
fragile! 
 



Responsibility is needed 

• All stakeholders have a role to play to 
take responsibility for preserving, 
maintaining and enhancing. 

 

Residents 

Businesses 

Visitors 

Local government 
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